JULY COMMUNICATOR

From My Heart...
When you think about sharing your faith, what images, feelings and thoughts come to mind?

For many, we have images of a manipulative salesperson or a contentious debater. We feel inadequate
and guilty. We worry we might say the wrong thing or hurt our relationship with a person. We want to
share, but do we dare?

Question: How could that which is so important to God fill us with so much dread? There must be
something wrong with this picture. | believe that “something” is how we define evangelism.

The Bible draws an analogy in several places between farming and evangelism. Matthew 13 and 1 Cor. 3
are two examples. These passages say that we sow seeds, water them, and cultivate the soil. All of it
works together to bring about a harvest.

Now, which of these activities is farming?

In other words, is tilling the soil, farming? Or, is it planting the seeds? Or, is it removing the weeds? What
about watering? Culling the diseased plants? Harvesting the crops? Which is farming? Of course, they're
all farming. You don’t separate one as farming and the other as non-farming.

Yet, that is what we have done with evangelism. We have said these two elements — presenting the
gospel through a Biblical withess and asking a person to pray a prayer of salvation — are farming.
Everything else is either non essential or secondary activity.

Jesus is the Great Evangelist. His evangelistic approach included teaching, encouraging, directing,
presence, feeding, healing, delivering, and inviting. He didn’t differentiate between “real evangelism” and
the “social gospel.” At every point, He was sharing the Good News of the Kingdom.

Consider how Jesus shared his faith — “he went around doing good” (Acts 10:38). What does that mean?
To some, Jesus extended a clear call to follow him, and to others, he healed their bodies. He didn’t force
the same approach. He was sensitive to what the Father was doing in each situation. He understood that
it all contributed to the whole.

Sometimes | am to go into the “highways and bi-ways” and compel them to come in. At other times, | am
to feed the poor, visit the prisoner and care for the sick. In each situation, | am releasing the life of God in
me through words and actions to others. | am sharing my faith.

Beloved, open-wide your definition of evangelism and joyfully release the Good News to all.

Pastor Scott

Harvest Outreach Phone Campaign
Aug. 8 — Sept.12
We are in the preparation stages of our phone campaign. We will be calling the neighborhoods around
the church five nights each week for four weeks. We will call Sundays through Thursdays from 6:30 —
8:30 PM. A fifth week consists of calling the interested prospects and reminding them about the New Day
celebration on Sept.12.

We need 10 people to be a part of a Calling Team. Your responsibility would be to call our neighbors to
discover if they have any prayer needs and if they are actively involved in a church. You will serve one
night a week for at least four weeks - possibly a fifth week. The Caller Training is Saturday, Aug.7 from 9
— 12 PM. All calling will be done from the church office. Do not let vacation keep you from volunteering.
We have a plan to deal with this. Call Robin Campbell to discover more, 297-4079.



Food Basket Food of the Month for July is flour, sugar and soup.

Dollars & Sense

For those of you who were not able to be in the service this past Sunday, you missed an awesome time.
We heard testimonies from children & teens about what they experienced at their respective camps. And
| wept as | sat praising God for His tremendous work in these young people’s lives. At the same time, |
praised God for the dedicated and spirit filled workers/leaders who work with them. The energy of the
children, teen & adults coupled with their desire to press in to the fullness of God, adds fuel to the passion
I have for finishing off the 2" floor. It is hard for me to articulate the tremendous need | feel in my spirit to
create a loving and safe place for our children, youth and adults - a place that encourages growth both
numerically and spiritually. So, it is exciting to know that we are now on that path to completion.

Our current time line for the 2nd Floor is as follows:

1. The 2nd Floor Committee will meet July 13 to continue discussion on changes to the plans. When final
approval is given, it will take about 3 weeks to get all the plans done.

2. Submit plans to construction companies for the bidding process. We plan to get bids from at least
three companies. We will be requesting bids to be separated into three sections: elevator, children’s
wing, youth/adult wing.

3. When the bids are submitted to us, we will then decide which side we will begin working on.

Finally, Willow has renewed its loan at 5% - not the 5.25% stated in the last newsletter.

Blessings,
Kris

Bimini Mission Trip
The Bimini Mission Team is excited to go to the island and share with the teens there at “Camp Bimini.”
We leave July 21, with a team of 21 people. Please pray for this team as we go on this trip. If you want
to contribute to this trip, please mark your donation “Bimini Account”.

The Big Day
We’'re in a two year period to expand the Kingdom by expanding Willow. Our first intentional effort is the
Harvest Outreach phone campaign (see Article) which begins on August 8" and culminates on Sept.12.
This is the beginning of the “Big Day” emphases that will continue through the summer 2012.

Our desire for these “Big Day” events is to push the church into new territory. Over time, everyone tends
to settle. We need a fresh wind of the Holy Spirit to unsettle us from our old mind sets and to move us into
fuller dimensions of outreach. Please pray that the “Big Days” will lead to big changes in our lives.

Important Dates:
Sept.12 — New Day Celebration. The culmination of the Harvest Outreach phone
campaign.
- Christmas Eve
- Feb.6, 2011 — Evangelist Jay Lowder
- April 24, 2011 — Resurrection Sunday
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Volunteer Opportunities:

River of Hope is now open 8:30am-11:30am Monday-Thursday. We need to have 1-2 volunteers each
day to help receive clients, answer phones, and some light filing. An individual can provide help on the
same day each week, or a Sunday School class could pick a particular day each month. Contact Rick
Atkinson for ways that you can assist in this ministry at 979-299-9144 or email rick@riverofhopetx.org.

Financial News:
| just received news that we will receive a $10,000 grant from the Brazoria County United Way. The Lord
continues to provide for this vital ministry.

May: 40 beneficiaries received $4,528.48 ROH funds & $12,298.49 HPRP grant.
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Dates to Remember
July 7 Uth
July 14 Uth
July 21 No Uth
July 28 Uth

Schlitterbahn Trip
Due to the river flooding, that day was an epic fail, but we thank God that the New Braunfels Community
was able to get back on their feet quickly! We are trying to reschedule another date and if we can’t get a
date where 15 or more people can go we will get a refund.

Camp
Our God is awesome and at work in our students! We had three students accept Jesus as their friend and
Savior! And if that isn’t enough to get you excited....the group got totally on fire for God, had Bible
discussions and worship on the vans back home, and a group preached to everyone who would listen
the night we got home! Some have gone to the mall to pray for people and there have been several Bible
studies! Please encourage your students to maintain this God Excitment and be asking God how you can
be part of this!

Promotion Sunday
Sunday, August 22 is Promotion Sunday. All students will report to their new 9:45 AM Bible Study

classes. If you don’t know where your new class is, go to the Willow Kids check in desk and they’ll direct
you to your class.

Chil drenés Ministry News

Discovery Camp 2010 Report
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We brought 41 campers and counselors to camp this year. Elijah Fielding accepted Jesus as his Savior,
all rededicated their lives to Jesus, many were filled with the Holy Spirit and many received healing.

Sierra Moore had a vision at one of the night services. Part of the floor was swirling like a whirlpool.
Sierra said God told her that those who wanted to let their pains go, could drop the pain into this whirlpool
and God would take it down to hell - flush it down!

God is moving in our kids and we need to become more childlike in our own walk with the Lord. Matt.
18:2-5. So, if you'd like to learn from our kids how to be childlike in the Kingdom of God,come join us,
and watch our kids share God’s love with you.

Virtual Realities
We will be helping a couple of Back Yard Bible Clubs in the month of July - one at the McKays house and
one in Clute Park. So get prepared to have fun with kids while serving. Contact Laurie Fisher for more
details at mythreeangels2000@yahoo.com

Interns to America

Here are some quotes from our Willow Kids that served at Discovery Camp June 7-13 as interns.
Jackson Fielding said, “God helped me get rid of all the sadness in my heart.” Jordan Lange said that
God answered his prayer of getting his grandfather out of the hospital from surgery sooner than expected.

Thank You
Thank you church family for all your love and support to our kids and Willow Kids Ministry.
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